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TO THE READER: 


Am ſo heartily dcſtroms of an Union amongſt 
all that go under the Name of Proteſtant, a> 
gainſt the Common Enemy the Pajiſis, thet 
I would never hive ſingled out any of thew 

* winder ſo black a CharaZer as the Title gives 

them,if their deſigns had not been ſo palyable, 

and to unite with them were not to endeavour to alter 
the Conſtitution of the Gov. rument, and to giv» the 

Proteſtant Religion its fatal blow. IT am fur from 

laying this charge wp1 all the ſubſcribers of our late 

efſer:f.r as there are many of them ſuch as no good 

. SubjeT would refuſe to ſubſcribe, if be did not think 

theme needleſs: ſo I have that charity for many thad 

were induced to ſubſcribe even the moſt obnoxions, 
that they d'd it rather in complicence to the .importu+ 
wity of the Promoters,than to ſerve any bad deſign. But 

Tcannot ſo acquit the Contrivers of them; as none: 

| that love: the Engliſh Laws and Liberties and the Pro- 

- >, Feſtent Religion, will ( I believe) think there is 

* anyreaſon I ſhould, when he has read. the following. 
Animadverſions. Whether the Preſeaters were 
choſen out of the _ of theſe, or whether they were 
but made uſe of like the Cat's foot, ( that the odium 
and it may be puniſhment might one day reſt upon-' 
them ) I cannot tell : But if one may make az eſti 
awate of the Promoters in general, by ſome 4 thoſe . 

hat preſented them, £9 Duppa will tell you they did 

«ts - 


zot 


TO THE READER. 


wot very well deſerve that countenance and honour 
thit was given them for their labour. For it was 
ſomewhat pleaſant ts obſerve our young Knights renk- 
ed'in the Gazette ( Nov. 1o. laſt) with Rayi-away 
ſervants and ſirayd Horſes, for nos paying ther Fees, 
and threatned, that courſe would ſpeedily be taken 
for recovery thereof, according to His Majeſtie's late 
- Order and DireFions thereupon. ; 

As to the Diſcourſe it ſelf, T muſt beg the Reader's 
patience while he peryſes the former part of it, if he 
think I am too long incoming 10 the buſineſs : for it 
was neceſſary firſt to take a view of the juſt and order- 
ly proceedings «f the late Parliaments, rf one mould 
expoſe the deſigns of owr Addreſſers that bave loaded 
them with ſo many Calumnjes. It is an nndaxbicd 
priviledge of Parliament, that none ſhould be gue- 
tiow'd out of it for any thing ſpoken or incotes wu 
it: And yet at how many Barrs have the Henſe of 
Commons been of late arraigned and condemned 8 
Common humenity teaches to ſpeak weil of the dead, 
though faulty * but to revile ones own fleſh aud þ 
when gone, though truly any and faithful, .is into» 
lerable barbarity. But when bY Maje by al fog hs 
theſe dry bones, Live, and they fball tz "a 
feet,they will be the fitteſt to declare their refentwent 
of ſuch prophane trampling upon their tfbes. 
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Hat there has been a carried on 
for many years of extirpating the 
( miſcalled ) peſtilert hereſie of Pro- 
teſtantiſm, and re-eſtabliſhing the Ro- 
— ion in thefe King- 

doms, none, Oo evi repeated 
of it, can have the impudence to deny ; and [Caſt of 
all ſhould we expet it of them who pretended 
that deference to the publick judgment ( or Conſci- 
ence, as they term it) of the Natiof, that they 
have delivered it as their opinion, that every pri- 
vate one to conform to it, For if the una- 
nimous reſolution of three or four Parliaments, and 
the ſundry intimations and acknowledgments of fe- 
veral Proclamations are not in their opinion a ſuffici- 
ent declaration of the common or publick judgment, 
nor that, a competent ground to ſettle their belief 
upon, | know not what can be ſupposd to be. For 
though perhaps when they talk of a publick Conſci- 
ence, they mean none but the Kings ; yet if ever 
the King beinfallible, I would thereadilieſt expe& 
him to be ſo, when he hasthe concurrent advice 
and conſent of the whole Nation. And I think it 
moſt reaſonable to afſert, That there is infinitely 
greater cauſe and ſecurity for conforming our beli, f 
to the op. niow of the King, Lords and Commons in 
a matter yr examined with the greateſt care and 
ſcrutiny, that ous _— ſhould exattfy ſquare 
to 


SI 

,0 their Laws ( be the matter.of them never ſo con- 
rovertible ) which yet theſe Geatlemen will aftirm 
hey ought to do, | 

Suppoling then that the aforeſaid Reſolves and 
Proclamations were not made nor ifJued without th 
matureft deliberation, and fulleſt afſurance of th© 
truth of thoſe Teſtimonies and Evidence that occaſi” 
on'd them 3 it cannot be reputed too great creduli- 
ty to belicve, that Popery was-to be introduc'd by 
thoſe weans and methods that the diſcoverers of the 
Plot atteſted. Thoſe are ſo well known, that [ 
(ha!l not need to enter upon particulars. As to trof- 


lazd and Ireland, in which the deſign was laid as 


well as in England, affairs have been {o managed, 


that it is ſtill &s to us kept in a great meaſure ſecret. ' 


P.ut as to England, a Nation always jealous of their 
Rights and Liberties, it was deſpaired that ſhewould 
ever be wheedled to put on the Roman yoke ; and 
therefore there was no hopes of bringi gthat about 
but by force And now there wanted a plauſible 


pretence to get up an Army. We were ſecure and” 


quict at home, and therefore no occaſion for any 
ſtanding Army to quell Inſurre&ions, which was 
te occalion- of getting one afoot in our neighbour 


Nation. We were at Amity with all Chriſtendom, 


therefore no reaſon to ſtand upon our guard-or arm 
for our defence. But the genius of the Engliſh be- 


ing moſt adverſe to the French, the making a ſhow 
ot a Wax with them, was hoped would be ſeaſ Op- 


poſed or ſuſpeed. And though a great many of 
the more ſagaciou» could hardly believe that we ſin- 


cerely intend edto-force the French to exd that War 
that we had cneourag'd them to-begir, and enabled: 


: them 
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"them with Men, Horſes and Ammunition in aburr: 


dance ) to proſecute : yet ſo apprehenſive were the 
greater number of the danger of the growing great- 
neſs of that Monarch, and ſo willing to believe what 
they ſo carneſtly defir'd, that not only was the King 
Impoyd upon' by thoſe that were about him, but 
the Parliament thereupon aflembled, induc'd to 
comply with the deſign. Accordingly an Army of 
thirty th. uſand men or upwards is appointed to be 
raiſed, and a proportionable Tax Leavied for their 
Pay : But ſtiil as the Forces encreaſed, the more 
eager were our Plenipotentiaries at Nim eguer for 
makingupa Peace, Which at laſt was got patch'd 
-up with fo httle advantage to the Confederates, 

whoſe quarrel we made aſhew to eſpouſe, that they 
have loſt more by the. Peace than they had done by 
the War. And now one would have thought the 

new raid Army ſhould have been -preſently Dif- 
banded ; but as we ugd to fay, .It is eafier to raiſe 

the Devil than to lay him again, fo this Army that 

was got together by one Sefltons of Parliament, was 

hardly got dificlv'd by two. Eut'for this alfo there 

wanted not a pretence ; That it was neceflary to con- 


-tinue in Arms till (ur Neighbours had disbanded, 
. .and the Articles of the Peace ( as to reſtoring of 


Towns, &. ) fulfilled. But by this'timethe Vi- 
zard was pull'd off the deſign, and every one. ſaw it 
in its wn complexion. : For in..the mean time had 
the moſt exccrable Hlot that ever was contrived in 
the World, been diſcovered 3 wherein having re- 
folv'd on the Murther of His Majeſty, .aſloon as that 
foould be accomphſh'd, and the D. of Y. ſhould ar- 
rive at the Crown, . this Army, into which many 

; B 2 knows 


©. 
known Papifts, but more, Popiſhly inclird, had 
a'ready been thruſt ( and which might have been 
model'd at pleaſure by the new Sovereign ) was to 
have been employ'd in this moſt horrid villany. Not 
that by this alone they could compaſs their ends, 
though there had not beena man in it but what was 
devoted to their Intereſt ( of which I believe there 
were many _) but this was ane ſtep towards the ef- 
fefting the Tragedy of a Maſſacre. But beſides 
this open Force, they had lifted under-hand a grea- 
ter, of which Dr. Oates his Narrative acquaints you 
with the chief Officers. But above all, their reli- 
ance was upon the French who was now got clear 
of the Confederates, and was at leiſure to ſerve 
their ends and his own: ambition. But by the good 
providence of God, none of thoſe weapons that 
were formed againſt His Majeſty proſper'd, but he 
ſtil] remains ahve the protector of our Religion, 
Lives and Liberties. Though if any of the Inſtru- 
ments they employ'd had diſpatcht him out of the 
way, they were not unprovided of a pretext to 
tnake the odium of it fan upon their greateſt ene- 
mies. An intimationof which they gave us in pro- 
curing Mr. Claypoole to be fent to the Tower about 
that time, whoſe relation to Crommwel might make 
bim to be preſumed the greater Confident of his 
party. It was ſuggeſted he ſhould ſay, That he and 
two hundred more had reſolved to kill the King. 


It matters not how ridiculous ſuch a Depoſition 


ſeems at this time of day ; but if the -y had been 
cut off before the Papiſts were ſuſpetted or diſco- 
ver'd to have ſucha deſign,there are enow who bear 


-themſclyes high upon the #ame of Proteſtants, that 
would 


. 


(59 
would ſooner have believed the Fanaticks to have 
committed the Fat, than the Papiſts, and would 
have been ready to have joyre'd with the Papiſts to 
their utter extirpation. And theſe Nominal Prote- 
ſtants are the men whoſe defigns Iſhall now apply 
my ſelf to trace and diſcover. .. 
The Long Parliament who firſtmade a confidera- 
ble enquiry into the Popiſh Plot being diffolv'd, and 
the next that follow'd being by their ſudden diſlolu- 
tion prevented from bringing thoſe to their Tryals 
that the former had committed ; there ſprang a jea- 
louſie in the hearts of many, that ſome about His 
Majeſty, who mfluenc'd his Counſels, were either 
themſelves concerned in the Plot, or had too great 
a kindneſs for thoſe that were, ſeeing they thus ob- 
ſtructed the further diſcovery of it, and prevented 
the proſecution of the Conſpirators. Bur leſt this 
diſappoittment ſhould prove fatal to His Majeſty, 
and give the Papiſts and their Adherents too much 
ſcope and opportunity of ſtill cqrrying on and per- 
ſecting their wicked defigns, ſeveral worthy and 
Noble Peers out of their great affe&tion to their 
Soveraign whom they apprehended in minutely dan- 
ger; att! zeal to the Proteſtant Religion and for the 
Engliſh Liberty, both which were bound up in His 
Majelties Life, Petition'd His Majeſty for the Sittin 
of the Third, which was choſen, but not as yet Afſ- 
ſembled. Thoſethat had advis'd the untimely diſ- 
ſohurron of the former, and the pr tion of this, 
were alarm'd hereupon, and poſſeſs His Majeſty 
that ſuch petitioning was tumultyous, and contra- 
ry-to[ know not what Law of King James, and ad- 
viſe him to prohibit it by Proclamation. At the 
fame 


(6) 


zame time their little Emiſlarics were order'd to dif- 
courage it every where, and among the reſt Sir 
George Feffe ies here in the City, who (as the 
Parliament in their Addre(s againſt him werd it ) 
© Well knowing that wany of His Majeſties Loyal 
* Proteſtant $\Bjedts, and particularly thoſe of His 
< Majelſties RY and'famous City of Londor, out of 
* Zeal for the preſervation of the Proteſtant Reli- 
* pfon, His Majeſties Royal Perſon and Government, 
* and in hopcs to bring the Popiſh Conſpirator to 
* ſpeedy Juſtice, were about to Petition to His 
* Majeſty in an humble, dutiful and legal way, for 
< the Sittiog of this Parliament, the ſaid Sir George 
« Jefferies not regarding his duty to His Majeſty, or 
«the welfare of His People, did on purpoſeto [ſerve 
« his own prwate ends, and to create a miſunder- 
«ſtanding between His Majeſty and His good Sub- 
< jets, though diſguiſed with pretence of Service 
- © to hi- Majeſty, walictouſ]y declare ſuch pe: ition- 
&© ing, ſometimes to be Tumultuous, Sediti- us and 
©: I!legal, and at other times d:d preſume publickly 
*to inſinuate and aſlert, as if His Majeſty would de- 
<« prive His Citizens of Londen of their C harters, 
« and divers other Priviledges, Immunitres and Ad» 
© yantages, and-alſo of His Royal Favour, in caſe 
* they ſhould ſo Petition, &c ] But notwith- 
ſtanding theſe diſcouragements, wany Counties and 
Corporations did Petition the King to the purpoſe 
aforeſaid ; which theſ” Gentlemen not beingable to 
prevent, they framed an Anti-petition, under the 
Notion of an Abhorrence, wherein they end«a- 
voured as much as in them lay to'induce his Majeſty 
to conceive @ fiaiſter opizion of the honeſt and 
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hun ble defires of his moſt loving and loyal Subjects: ) 
And their yarn, = that effe&, thatitwas\ 
many Months ere the Parliament was permitted to 
Sit. In the mean time our Pulpits began to Echo + 
with the Miſchiefs of Separation, the danger the 

Church and State were in from Fanaticks 3 
R. L' «ſtrange {truck up his Fiddle, and play'd us the 
Old Tune of Forty one ; he induſtriouſly labour'd | 
to bring the Witneſſes of the Popiſh Plot under ul- - 
picion of combination and perjury 3 Sir Robert” 
Teowans and Sir Robert Cann of Friſtel, with Thom- 

p/on a perſon fit for.their Chaplain, 'avowedly de- 
clare, that there was n9 ropifh Plot but a Prebyte- 
rian Plot 3 and it has been the common Cry of the | 
whol» Herd from that time to this, - That His Maje- 

{ty and the Churchiof England was and is nas great 

or .grcater danger from th: Diſſenters than from the - 
Papiſts. But notwithſtanding all the-prejudice they * 
endca: om'd t'> create in His: Majeſty againſt: his ? 
loving and faithful Subjects, he was o-coretal of his * 
own and. his peoples ſafety, .as to.aſſemble this long - 
deſired Parliament: in Ofober 80. What opini on. 
the Houſ. of Commons had of our Abhorrers; as 
theſe Gentlemen have not yet forgotten, ſo they / 
have given by-ſtanders ſome Sean to obſerve : 
how ever ſincethey have reſented their treatment. 

We ſha!l only obſerve what thanks the Commons ' 
conn'd G, Earl of H. who. was believedto bave a? 
principal hand in diſlolving the laſt, {taving off! 
the ſitting of the preſent Parli . lnan Ad- + 


+dreſs againſt him to the King they . thus expreſs 3 


themſelves : That being: deeply ſenſtble of the manie - 
fold dangers and. any rrp have been occafi- - 


oned . 
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oned to this Kingdom by the diſſolution of the Ii 
Parliament, and by the frequznt Proregation of thj 
preſent Parliament, eby the Papiſts have been 
greatly encouraged to carry on their Helliſh and dam- 
nable Conſpiracies againſt His Majeſties Royal Perſon 
and Government, and the Proteſtant Religion now 
eſtabliſh'd amongſt us, and have had many opportuni- 
ties to comtrive falſe and malicioas Plots againſt the 
Lives and Hoxours of ſeveral of His Loyal Prote- 
ſtant Subjefs 5, and having juſt reaſon to believe that 
the ſaid diſſolution was promoted by the evil and 
nicious Counſels of G. Earl of Hallifaxz Do there- 
fare moſt humbly pray his Majeſty ——That he would 


be graciouſly pleaſed to remove the ſaid G. Earl of 


H. from bis preſence and counſel; for ever. But not- 
is AddreG he ſtill keeps his ſtation. 
Sir Kob. Teomans upon confeſling the accuſation 
againſt him and begging pardon of the Houſe, is 
diſmiſt, But Sir Aob. Cane reviling his Accuſers, 
and eſpecially being a Parliament man, for him to 
beguilty of ach an expreſſion, was ſo great an ag- 
gravation, that being expell'd the Houſe, he 1s 
committed to the Tower. Thowpſor's pumihment 
was prevented by the diſſolution of the Parlia- 
meat, 

_ _ ET _ — to —_— 
on of hi jelty, vigorou ecute the Plot, 
try all the wajes and eds to his Majeſties 
ſifety might be enfur'd and Religion ſecur'd. As 
fort es, they prefent an Addrefs, declaring 
their reſolution to preſerve and ſupport the King's 
Perſon and Governevent, and the Proteſtant Religion 
both at home: and abroad; for which _— 

te 
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thankt 'them heartily. . As to the Plot, theyap- 
point a Committee to infpett and to take an Ab- 
ſtrat of the Journals of both Houſes, as to mat- 
ters relating to it 3 upon the R whereof they 
relolve Nemine contradicente, That the D. of York's 
being a Papiſt, and the hopes of his coming ſuch to 
the Crown, hath given the greateſt countenance and 
encouragement to the preſent deſigns and Conſpira- 
cies againſt the King and Proteſtant Reb gion. ] 
And, That in the defence of the King's Perſon and 
Government, and of the Proteſtant Religion, this 
Houſe doth declare, That they will ſtand by bis Ma- 
jeſty with their Lives and Fortunes; and that if his 
Majeſty ſhall come by any violent Death ( which 
God forbid they will revenge it to the utmoſt upon 
the Papiſts, Hereupon they bring in a Bill and 
pals it, for ſecuring the Proteſtant Religion, by 
diſibling James D. of York to inherit the Imperial 
Crown of England and Ireland, and the Domini- 
ons and Territories thereto belonging ; but with 
a Proviſo, that" it ſhould extend to the perſon of 
the Duke of Tork only. - Butthe Lords rejecting 
this Bill, and thereby the mcſt probable Expedi- 
ent the Commons could think of, for the ſecurity 
of his Majeſty and the Proteſtant Religion being 
fruſtrated, they then in a Committee of the whole 
Houſe make theſe two Reſolves, Firſt, That it is 
the Opinion of this Committee, That as long as the 
Papiſts have any hopes of the D. of York's ſueceed- 
ing the King in the Kingdoms of England and Ire- 
land, and the Dominions therennto belonging, the 
Kings Perſon , the Proteſtant Religion , and the 
Lives, Liberties, and Projerties of all his Maje- 

C fie 
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flier Proteſtant Swbje@s, are in apparent danger of 
being deſtroy:d. ) The Second, That it is #he Opi- 
ion of this Committee, That the Houſe be moved, 
nThata Bill be brought in for an Aſſociation of all 
his Mejeſties Proteſtant Subjefts, for the aft of 
his Majeſties om the defence of the rroteſtant 
Religion, and the p: eſervation s + is Majeſties Pro> 
_ Swbjedts againſt all Invaſions and Oppoſttions 
what ſoeverzand for the preventing the Duke of York, 
or any Papift from ſucceeding to the Crown.) To 
both which Reſolves the Houſe agreed. As to this 
Bill of Aſſociation, we ſhall have occalion to ſycak 
to it afterwards: but as to the Bill of Exclaſon, 
we mult ſay ſomething of it here, the rather, be- 
cauſe our late Ad and Abhorrers have taken 
occaſion thence to revile this incomparably Loyal 
Houſe of Commons with endeavours of fubvert- 
ing the Government, And I ſhall demonſtrate 
both its Legality , its Equity, and its Exped#- 
ency. 

4 As to its Legality, I could never hear more 
than two things oppos'd , the ove, that Kings 
holding their Crowns by right of Primogenitare, tt 
is againſt the Law of Nature to put by the next 
Heir; the other, that it is againſt the Oath of Al- 
legeance, The firſt is fo filly an Allegation, thar 
one would think no man that has heard of the fe- 
veral forms of Government in the World, or read 
the Hiſtory of his own Nation, could have the 
confidence to inſiſt upon it. In how many King- 
doms has force and violence and the longeſt Sword 
ſettled an abſolute Monarchy 2 How oft has that 
yoke been (hak'd off, and the Government turn'd 


into 


cm) 
into a Free State > How many different models of 
both Monarchies and States are there at this day 
in the World > and yet none of them ( that 1 
know of ) but are, and ought to be, own'd by 
the Subjeds for lawful Covernments, and f«b- 
mitted unto for the Lord's ſake. If Princes held 
by this right, how impoſlible were it for them to 
make out their Title 2b origine, if queſtioned ? 
Or ſhall we fay, that all States live contrary to the 
Law of Nature, becaufe they retain not this form 
of Government > What ſhall we ſay of God's 
S$iving the Kingdom of 1/-ac/ to Saul of the Tribe 
of Benjamin the youngeſt of Jacob's ſons, or to 
David the n of bis Father's ſons, and of 
the Tribe of ab, white none of Rexben's Off- 
ſpring ever fate upon the throne ? Or if God may 
by prerogative diſpenfe with this Law, how came 
Devid'to put Adonij abby the throne, and ſeat S0- 
lomon'init? Here in EnglandKing William 2. was 
King William 1. his third ſon, and yet wasa d- 
vanced to the Crown, and his eldeſt Brother R#o- 
bert ſhamm'd off with a Dukedom. King 8 e- 
phen ſucceeded H. 1. though that King had a 
daughter, Afaud the Empreſs, then living, and 
Stephen had alſo anefder Frother, named Theobald. 
King Johr was admitted to the Crown, though 
his elder Brothers ſon was living. It were endleſs 
to give Inftances both our- of ſacred and prophane 
Hiſtory of the like nature. Away then with this 
extravagant fancy, and let the Soveraign Powers 
think their right ſufficiently proved by the Law of 
the Land, by their preſent quiet poſſeſſion, and 
the Allegeance of md 4 But now this 
rw 2 Oath 
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Oath-of Allegeance is pretended not only to ob- 
lige thoſe that-take it,to the preſent Soveraign,and 
to hislawful Succeſſors after his deceaſe, but even 
in his life-time. To this it 1s obvious to ſay,that it is 
a Soleciſm and Non-ſenſe to aftirm that any one is a 
man's Heir or Succeſlor while himſelf lives; for the 
Succeſſor only commences ſuch at his Predeceflor's 
death : And therefore he that intentionally 
ſwears Allegeance to the former in the life-time of 
the latter, 1s in plain terms a Traytcr. For the 
plain intent and meaning of the Oath is no more 
than this, That ſecing in Monarchies that are he+ 
reditary there is no Interregyum, but upon the 
death of the preſent Soveraign his Succeſſor is im- 
mediately inveſted in his power, it is prudently 


provided by this Oath that the Subjects Allege- 


ance ſhall not be ſuſpended till the new Soveraign's 
Coronation, that thereby the mutual ſtipulation 
might be renewed : but as the Heir's entring upon 
the Gevernment does imply that he accepts it upon 
the ſame conditions as his Predeceſlor held it ; fo 
does this Oath as effeftually bind the Subjett be- 
fore the Coronation as after. And hereby are ve- 
ry great hazards and inconveniences prevented ; 
for Multa cadunt inter calicem ſupremagq; labra ; 
and the Coronation being uſually perform'd with 
great pomp and ceremony, many accidents may 
happen, before all things can be prepared for the 
Solemnity, that may require the utmoſt ſervice of 
the people, and therefore 'tis requiſite they ſhould 
+1 the mean time be under his command. But now 
all the queſtion is, Whether ſuch a particu'ar man 
has ſo unalterable a right to beſuch a ones ler, 
"590 þ 7 04>Þ 
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that no Crime can forfeit that right, no Power an+ 
nul it 2 What the Crime in our preſent caſe is, we 
ſhould, better have known, if the haſty diſſoluti- 
on of ſo many Parliaments, and a Noli proſequs 
had not hindred. But that we may reſolve dis 
Query, let us make a Fiction of Caſe, Suppole 
the preſent King and his Anceſtors for ſeveral Ge- 
nerations (incere and hearty profeſſors of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, ſwearing at their Coronation 
that they will defend and protett it, asthe moſt 
conſiderable branch of the Law of the Land. And 
ſuppoſe him that expe'ts to be Heir, perverted 
from this to the Popi'h Religion, notwithſtanding 
the examples of his Anceſtors and the Commands 
of his Martyr d Father to the contrary. Suppoſe 
his principal Servant and greateſt Confident brag- 
ing of the apparent licelihood of rooting out this 
peſtilent Northern Hereſje, and ofthe zeal of his 
Maſter in. the Cauſe ; declaring that his Maſter's 
and a Neighbouring Monarch's Intereſt ( the moſt 
dangerous enemy to his Country ) are inſepa- 
rable. Suppoſe this Confident alſo aftually. en- 
gag'd in contriving the Murther of the prefent 
Monarch, to haſten his Maſter's coming to the 
Crown. m————_ all this, we can-hardly imagine 
a Crime to be blacker, or a perſon more obnoxi- 
ous to a ſuſpicion of deſigning the ſubverſion of 
the eſtabliſh Religion, .and in-it of the Govern- 
ment, if ever he ſhould be ſeated in rhe Throne. 
$o that if m —_—_— CO cauſe of Ex- - 
cluſton, or if «»y perſon can t by his pretenſi- - 
ons tothe Crown, theſe are the Crimes es 
the perſon that demerir it. - And/ now'et ts confi- 
| : - il 


o 


(14) 
der whether a Parliament have not a power to in- 
fli& ſuch a puniſhment on ſuch offences. It is from 
the Laws enacted by. Parliament, that ſwch « Fa# 
has ſuch « puniſhment awarded to it. That Felo- 
nies are puniſbed with Death, as well as Atwrder, 
C tho"gh it be otherwiſe in many Countries, and 
alſo by the Divine Law) That Word; without any 
other Overt A& are as Treaſonable, and render 
the Speakers hable to the ſame death and like for- 
feit of Eſtate,as actual Aſu{/znating the King would 
do. The Parliament canmake ſaying that which 
in the nature. of the thing s not impoſſible to be 
true, to be Trealan. The King alone, to thoſe 
offences that by the Law deſervedeath, can ap- 
oint baniſhment or perpetual impriſonment, e+e. 
if they reſpeCt himſelf only ; butif the people be 
intereſted, ther can He with the two Houſes in- 
flit-what puniſhment they pleaſe, They can At- 
taiat any man, ortake off the Attainder, as the 
ſee good, They canlegitimate a Baſtard, or ilte- 
itimate one that 1s born in lawful Wedlock. Of 
oth we have Inſtaacesin Q. Mary and Q. Eliza- 
beth, for both of themin 28 H. 8. were declared 
iHegittmate, whereas one of them muſt needs be 
legitrmate; and wn 35 H.8. they were both of 
them rendred inheritable to the Crown, which 
muſt needs be as much as legitimate, though one 
of them muſt neceſſarily be iZegi#3meate, the latter 
being born, while the former's Mother was living, 
For if according to the determination of the 
Univerſities domeſtick-and foreign, the Brother, 
by the Law of God; might not Marry the Relit 
of his Brother, then. King Henry's Marriage with 
| Queen 
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Queen Mary's Mother, that had been his elder 
bates Prince Arthur's: Wife, was unlawful and 
conſequently null in it {clF ab initio, before the 
declaration of it in Parliament in Azz. 24. of his 
Reign; or if it was not unlawful nor null, & en 
mult his Marriage with Queen Elizebeths Mother 
be certainly unlawful, and conſequ-ntly Queen 
Elizabeth illegitimate. ) They can Divorce a 
man from his Wife - for other cauſes than A- 
dultery, ſo that the Parties ſhall be at lj- 
berty to Marry others, Non obſtante our Savi- 
our's declaration as to the Jewiſh Oeconomy; yea, 
they can and have granted ſuch a power to Dodors 
Commons, that Impotency in the Man ſhall be a 
ſufficient cauſe for divorce or a nullity ; as we 
had an Inftance about four years ago in one 
Rowley and Mrs Pitman his wife (* And by the 
way, if unpotency be a ſufficient cauſe for diflolv- 
ing the ſacred tye of Marriage, becauſe the main 
end of Marriage, the propagating mankind, is 
thereby fruſtrated : it may be equally reaſonable 
to debar ſuch an one the Eſpouſal of the Govern- 
ment, as tis notorious before hand, is perverted 
to an utter incapacity of anſwering the ends of it. ) 
And on the other (ide the Parhament can grant a 
divorce, if the Womaa be incapable of generation; 
and ſo was Henry the eighth in the 32 year of his 
Reign divorced from his Queen the Lady Anne 
of Cleve, who ſurvived to the fourth year of 
Queen Mary, but the King married again within 
little more than a month after this divorce. Bur 
to proceed. The two Houſes can give away the 
whole Kingdom to the King, fo as to make him 

ſole 
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( ſole poſleſlor of all z and He and they can diſpole 
of or alienate the Crown-lands, or any branch of 
the King's Revenue, as they pleaſe. They can 
baniſh any man, and make him 1n worſe condi- 
tion than an Alien; and on the other hand can 
naturalize any Foreigner. In a word, they have 
an unbounded abſolute dominion. over the Lives, 
Liberties and Eſtates of any ſ#bjed& in the Kingdom, 
and ſuch is every one but the King himſelf. We have 
had Ir ſtances of Queens being beheade”': in relati- 

'on to which we ſhall not need to inquire whether 
they were really guilty of the Crimes laid to their 
charge 3 'tis ſufficient to obſerve that ſuppoſing 
them guilty of the Crimes, they arenot exempted 
from the puniſhment. And who is nearlier relat- 
ed to the King than ſhe that is one with him? 
who nearer allied to the priviledges of a Crown, 

| than ſhe that has had it ſet upon her head ? And 

' if ſuch a one may be brought to the Scaffold, and 
) die the deſerved death of a Traytor, as it is unrea- 
ſonbale for any other to expect to be excuſed, fo 
could no man argue the high Court that condemn'd 
her to die, of Injuſtice, but rather admire their 
lenity and mercy, if they ſhould mitigate the 
puniſhment, into a baniſhment from the Kingdom, 
from the Rights of a Queen and ofa Conſort. They 
that have power to inflidt the greateſt puniſhment, 

' cannot be denied the priviledge of afligning what 
commutation they pleaſe, And as they are the 
only competent Judges what offences are and 

bi ought to be «ſteemed Capital ; fo if they 

+ ſhall judge the Crime before them of an infe riour 

nature, they may proportzon thz2 puniſhment at 

their 
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their diſcretion.- As to our preſent” caſe, we have 
not;( as I'intimate& above) had” tHe advantage to 
betully informed of the Ctime, and, ſo cannot paſs 
aneſtimate of its demerit: Bit if it'amounted to o 
muchas I have 'ſi1ppoſed, ("or may be more) as it 
doesin it ſelf deferve, ſo have I ſhewn that the 
Parliament have a-power” to puniſh it with,(" at 
leaft:) aw Excluſion! from the Government, 
thns! much for the Legality of. the Fatt. 

_ And: as it-1s' , ſo is it. ati AA! of thy 

_— and juſtice in the world. For 

nave it 


8 'and'a wry her vato 
men/to ' wer ivate "injuis, and to- good 


for evil; yet' © ences agai 
Government, and the pabHhck weal, ne another. 
ne and' conſiderations; Thius if a now. aſlawlt: 
y- perſon; - wound” my r ation, tre { on m 
mahorh like, ir wk Fw ea Chriſtian ba 
per: and! confornadle+to the boy Laws and exam- 
ple:of our'Saviour;' to'paſ3 it by without -requiring, 
ſatisfaction- or ' reparation. But now if one . Prince 
. make an{n-road into anothers: Country, and make 
ſpoil: therein, ſatisfaftion o aght to be demanded- 
and-:exatted both by divine and humane. Laws. 
Oritany' manor” number of men endeavour the 
murther'oftheKing, the-fubverfion of the Govern». 
ment, oy the like : ir thefe caſes the old Law (till 
takes'place, Ar 'Eyer for an Eye, and a tooth far 4 
__ Nay; if the defign be | Jaid and reſolv'd upon, 
noe ro"be- put in execution till after ſome. 
difuncs of time; *cts-juſk 'to treat the deſi ners at» 
the ame rateras if they were -adulally: in the; 
af, Sora if PIR! has" certain 1 _— 
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by ſome of. another Prince's Cabinet Council, that 
that other is preparing to Invade him : it \is juſt and 
lawful by the Law of Nations that he ſhould firſt 
enter with an Army into that other Prince's Terr:- 
tories, and by making the feat of War there, to 
hinder the devaſtation of his own. And thus the 
imagining the King's death, or entring into conſul. 
tati::n how to compaſs it, is as capital an offence as 
actual perpetrating the villany. In like mannerif 
he that pretends to the ſucceſſion, be a perſon, that 


.&þ already\engag'd in a delign to alter the Govern- 


ment, that by the accurſed tye of his deluded Con- 
ſcience, and the d. ſtructive principles of his Reh- 
gion has givea certain notice that he thinks himſe}f 
obliged to extirpate the Religion eſtabliſht, and to 
perſecute the reſolved adherers to it to the death ;' 
what in the whole world is more cquitable and wo- 
derately juſt,than that this perſon ſhould be incapa- 
citated from doing all this evil, by preventing. his 
acceſſion to the Throne, which he will thus defile 
with blocd and profane with damnable Hereſie ? 
3. Andastoits Exped ency or policy, every man 
certai ly muſt be convinced of that, that values his 
\cligion, Life or Liberty. And here a man could 
rt but (mile (if the matter we are a ſpeaking of, 
were not ſo ſerious) at the impertinence of lome 
of L' Eſtrange's Clergy, and others, that can ob- 
je& thar a E411 of Excluſion is againſt our Religion 
'ris obvious what Religion they mean : For Chriſt's 
it cannot be, who.came not«to divide inheritancer, 
and modulate the Civil Conftitutions of Kingdoms : 


| Render to Cafar the things that are Czfars, is a p'ain 


demonſtration that he intended not to give Laws to - 
| : Go- 
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Governments. And if theſe Gentlemen can think 
that any command or example in the Old Teſtament 
countenance their aſſertion, though I could never 
hear of = one, yet who knows not but that owr 
Nation and all other Chriſtian Kingdoms, have al- 
waies thought themſelves no further oblig'd by the 
Civil Conſtitutions of the amo than they won 
tranſJated them into thoſe of their reſpetive Coun- 
tries? But neither is it contrary to that Religion 
that theſe Blades are truly of, and hope one day to 
profeſs publickly : For though the Papiſts hav 
made themſelves merry with traducing that opinion 
of the Puritans, That Dom inion is founded in Grace 
yet it is notorious that they hold the ſame opinioa 
themſelves. Every one that is verſtin their Wri- 
tings ( or has read thoſe of our own) muſt needs 
obſerveit to be their conſtant doftrine, that no He- 
retical King (and fuch is every one with them, that 
is not a Ronan Catholick |) has any right to rule, 
but the Pope may depole him and give his Kingdom 
to whom he will, I mean not here to defend the 
Puritans opinion, eſpecially in that ſence to which 
1t is wreſted by ſome 3 but I ſay, the Argument is 
ery ſtrong and cogent ad homrmem, That (:cing in 
their own opinion-a Proteſtant has no right to rule, 
becauſe they believe him to be an Heretickz We 
may very well be permitted to prevent a Papiſt frofn 
ruling, who we are fure is the moſt damn'd Hete- 
tick 1a the World, And it is reaſonable that mea 
of our belief and conſtitution ſhould as confidently 
acquieſce in an At of Parliament, as a Papiſt ſhould 
on the Bull of a Pope. Befades, there is ſomething 
in this that may well be referr'd to the former head 
of Equity,ſcciag D 2 -=-Nor 
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Non'Lex eft yuftior ulle, 
-Luam necis. artifices arte perire ſua. 


No: juſter Law, than that a man-be tryid 
By Laws whichthe'd have, others to-abide, 


For there 1s no reafon.:in the world. .a.;man fhonld 
take advantage of a principle, - which hewill not al- 
Jow that others. ſbould hkewife : improve to. therr- 
.own benefit. 

It wavian oracular ſaying of :a bad man, 7t: is ex- 

ent that one man dic for the people : 1 will not 
laſpheme my Saviour with compartng the perſon 
now under conſideration to Him, nor mean to alt 
a1 imputation upon the Houſe. of Common:, for 
concurring with 'Caiaphor's advice (* though being 


Highb-Prieſt that yearhe ſpoke as one. infpir'd from 


Heaven ,) but taking the words abſtcattedly, with- 


out confideration of the Speaker or the Perſon 
ſpoken of, .aothing can be imagined more honeſt] 


and reaſonably politick ; and if applied to the ca 
inhand, nothing more expedient. For when mat- 


'texs are come tothispals, that either a Nation in ge- 


»eral maſt be deprived. of all that is dear to them, 
their:Religion, [their Liberties, and it may be their 
Lives, or 'that owe man that will be the Author of 
all this miſchief, muſt be put out of a capacity to 
effe&t it, though by excluding him from a Right 
which otherwiſe be were intitled to; it needs not 
wuch deliberation what courſe to take, ſecing I have 
already proved that to reſolve upon this is 
not contrary to Law, 15 molt conſonant 't0 no, 


T3 | MF 
and aboveall, the moſt expeXient. Which laſt con» - 
fideration I'fhall'purfue'no further, ' being ſo excel 
lently done atredady in'The CharaFer of 4 Popiſh 8uc- 
reſfor. 

eligttmrvindicaed the paſſing of the Pillof 
Exrlaſion, 1 have' in doing fo derected the d. igns 
end imereſts thoſe have eſpouſed; that have on this 
account eatumniated theſe Honourable and Loyal 
Senators with endeavours to fubvert the Govern- 
ment eftablifht, with'Republicaa deſigns, with the 
Nick-name of Prerbyterians, and all that's odious. 
His Majeſty indeed has, the natural affettion to-,- 
wards a brother, ' his incon rab'elenity of difpo- - 
fition, and his conſcioufhe(> .of having deſerved. ſo 
infmirely of thofe that ſcek his ruine, that he can» 
noreaſtly believe there can be fo monltrous ingrati- 
tude m nature; I fay he has all theſe to Apologize 
for his not giving countenance to the Bill, and eo 
keepHim inthe good opinion of his Loyal Subjedts: 
Put for others that have none of theſe colour'd 
Glaffes to look through, they may indeed affirm, as 
they do, that white 1s bl but they lic agaia(t 
the truth and their own eyes, and prove nothing 
with all their confident clamour, but that they are 
well pleas'dat the King's danger, and triumph in the 
hopes of a Succeſlor for their turn. This will be 
more plain by and by, when I come to <xamine the 
mea, wh which will alſo give us occaſion to ob» 
ſerve the perverſe conſtruttion they give of the At 
for'repealing 35 Eliz. | 

This Parliament indeed deſerves the heavieſt cen- 
fure for ſtriking down fo ſtrong a pillar of the Cauſe 
as the Lord St:fford, when one aad thity m_ 

ha 
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had (ct to their ſhoulders to ſupport it. Loſers may 
have leave to ſpeak, and well ken what they can 
ſay, when we have taken a turn to Oxford 

This Seſſton- continued almoſt three months, and 
brought forth but three living AQs, a fourth was 
ſtill-born and never ſaw the light. After a proro- 
gation for a few dayes this Parliament was diſſolved, 
and another called to aſſemble at Oxford; that ſce- 
ing Piſgeh had proved ſo unfortunate, it might be 
tryed whetherPeor would be more favourable.1t was 
fit the people ſhould be minded of his Majeſties 
Prerogativez and whatever private reaſons the King 
might have for it, the ſubject had a ſatisfaftory rea- 
ſon when they underſtood their Sovereign would 
have it ſo. Some infinuated to his Majeſty that it 
was ominous; but He was not ſo ſuperſtitious as 
to apprehend any danger in going thither, tho' per- 
haps too apprehenſive of it fince his return ' back, 
There was a great concourſe of people, many go- 
ing thither ia complement to their Member-, many 
meerly out of curioſity, being invited with the 
Novelty ; and ſome ( perhaps _) over ſagacious, to 
defend the Aſſembly, if they ſhould be aſſaulted by 
the Papiſts. The Houſe of Commons declared to 
all the world ( as the Speaker expreſt it in his Speech 
at his preſentment to the King ) 1h.t they were nat 
given to change; which was true as he meant ir, ſee- 
ing he had beenSpeaker too 1n the laſt Parliament ; 
but was alſo prophetical, for they ſtill purſued the 
ſame means for p eſervation of theProteſtant Religi- 
on and the King's perſon. The Bill of Exclation 
that paſt the Houſe the laſt Parliament,is (til efteem- 
ed the only thing that can do it. Sir L. F. con- 


dem: 
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demns it of injuſtice, irreligion, petjury (whic 
I think I have ſafficiemly vindicated it Gow $ J by 
it was obſerved he had no body to ſecond him, ys 
objections were ſuch down-right Cant. Others of 
the Duke's friends finding the Houſe abſolutely of 
Opinion that it was lawful, endeavour to ſtave it 
off by offering an Expedient that might as well an- 
ſwer the ends of that Bill, and not be ſubje& to 
ſuch incoveniencies, And that was, That the 
Duke ſhould have the title of King, but the Re- 
ncy or adminiſtration of the Kingly power, 
{hould be in the next Heir. A pretty wheedle! as 
if by granting the Nazze to the immediate * ucceſſor 
_ thereby —— that the right was in him, 
would not give him a fairer pretence and opportu- 
nityof uſurping the Pewer likewiſe, than if he were 
excluded the tide as well as adminiſtration, Beſides, 
this Expedient is founded on: ths bottom, it muſt , 
ſuppoſe him to be either an intolerable knaveora, 
perfett fool , a deſperate Villain or a Madman, His, 
greateſt enemies would acquit him of the latter im- 
putation, and his friends from the former, fo that , 
the Perſon and the Power would ſoon be piec'd to- 
ether. Sir F. W. faid, that ſecing 'an Aft of ' 
| pn againſt common ſence is void, and that 
it were a coatradidtion and non-ſenſe to make x : 
man King and not to ſuffer him 0 exerciſe Kingly . 
power 3 if ſuchan A ſhould paſs, ir would ſignific 
nothing, unleſs it were to ſhew that the Houſe of 
Commons were out-witted, It was clearly carried. 
therefore that it was ſafer, nay that it was abſolute» 
ly neceſſary, that the okd Bill of Excluſion ſhould be: 
6," > + FAA DEC Dee a8 oF 
But 
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But.there-was another buſines.inthis Parliameae 


- that made av. great. a. controverlte, and which ooca-- 


Goned the ſpeedy diflolution, of it., Edw. Fitz: Hur: 
ris had hired Mr, Everard, to draw up a treaſon 
able - libel in_ the name of the Nonconformiſts, 


£ giving him inſtructions for it ) which was. to be: 


printed and ſent. about. by the Penny-polt to the- 
Proteſti ng Lords, aud the: Leading men- of the 
Houſe of,.Commons, &-c. who. were to be taken; 
up aſſoon as they had it, upon hopes that. upon 
fea rch jt might be faund about them. This ſham- 
plot. being, diſcovered to authority, Frtz-Hurrie: 
was.ſcis'd. on, and. committed .ta- Newgate where 


inclioing to, confeſs the. battom. of the deſign, he 


was tranſmitted to. the. Tower. Sir. R. C, and; 
Sir G. T. give information of his confeſlion that 
he had made ta them, to the Houſe. *Whereupon: 
*<the Houſe Reſolve, Thatithe ſame. Edw.. Fritz» 
* Hyrrjs, be impeached of. High Treaſon, in the 
* name. of all. the Commons. of England, and that 
« Mr. Secretary - Jexkins, do go.up, and. Impeach- 
« him at the. Barc.-of._ the Lords: Houſe,, But: the 
Lords refuſed to,proceed upon this Impeachment, 


ang. direted that. he ſhould be' proceeded againſt. 


atthe, Common Law. Thii the, Commons Reſolve 
to þe.a denial: of-Juſtice, , a violation of , the Conſti- 
tution.of Parliaments, an obſtruttiou.to the further 


diſcovery: of the; Plot,, and. of great. danger to his- 


Majckies perſon and, the. Proteſtant Religion. And. 


indeed Cnot to mention that, the Biſhapsintermed- 


dleg.jnrexting,the.Impeachment,in,which-caſe be-. 
ing Capitak they,:had no right. to.Vote,) when-the - 
Upper Houſe had made no (cruple in the- former! 


Par- 


| agitated and the manner of proceeding 
hs whe Pate fie gromns ape, wide 
the trucr eftimate upon which 
haye. made ſv bold co Cocks | | 

out comes a Deeleration,charging th 
rTartable and avbitr | : but giving 
aſſurance, thar his call frequent 


oath eo C9 a 
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Out of Complement to this Declaration are 4d- 
dreſſes preſented from all hands 3 ſozre indeed con- 
taining nothing but thanks for the gracious pro- 
miſes therein contained, fuch was that from War- 
wick ſhire, &c. the woſt, only a Declaration that 
they mean to keep their Oath of A'legeance in be- 
ing true and faithful to the King, his Heirs and law- 
ful Succeſlors :' And thele truly were dignum patells 
opercu/um, That when his Majeſty had promiſed 
nothing but what he had: oblig'd himſclf to at his 
Coronation, by a more ſacred tye ; theſe to exprefs 
their acknowledgment of the favour, . barely ſay 
what they had formerly (wore to. All this fort of 
Addreflers might &en as well have let the matter 
reſted, and have concurr'd with the City of Lixz- 
colin their opinion, who ( in their Addreſs ) fay, 
they thonght the was no better way of expreſſing their 
Faith and true Allegeance to his Majeſties moſt Sacred 
Per ſon, and their grateful ſenſe of His excellent Go- 
wernment, than a peaceable and quiet demeanour in 
their ſeveral Callings and Stations, an bumble ſubmiſ- 
fron to acquieſce in his Majeſties good and wholſom 


Laws, rel ting to the Government both of Church and 


State, 'and arcadineſs, as oft as bis Majeſly in his 
Princely wiſdom judges fit to call a Parliament, to 
chooſe ſuch Members as they conceive to be perfe@ly 
devoted to his Majeſties Service, and the welfare 0 

the Church and State, as now by Law abliiedrnh, | 
out intermedling with the Calling or Diſſoluing of 

them ] though even theſe that thought thus, thac 
they might follow the faſhion, play the fool far com- 
pany, as themſelves render the reaſon of their Ad- 
dre.” And it muſt certainly be from the iperri- 
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wence Of this fort, that the Inns of Court, thoſe 
Fountains of Law and Loyalty, diſdain'd to ſerve 
up = ſuch Crambe 3 and thoſe two famous and A/s- 
ther Cities, London and Tork,” look'd on and had 
the diverſion: ſee their Children att like ſuch. 
But if we have any reaſon to queſtion the diſcre- 
tion of theſe Addreflers, we have much more cauſe 
to ſuſpet the honeſty of the following. This kind 
ate continually # bawling out hore to others, that 
they may have a Monopoly of the Trade themſelves. 
Tou 4rraign, you aſperſe the Government, you refled? 
on Authority , is their general accuſation 3 whilſt 
they do the ſame things avowedly in the face of the 
Sun. Thus Ripon account it a watter of the higheſs . * 
' joy and ſutisfaFion, that they are deliver d from th | 
anwarrentable proceedings of the Houſe of Commons. 
If they have indeed proceeded nawarrantably, let 
_ his Majeſty and They fairly diſpute it in God's name 
at their next Meeting : but what have theſe Scoun- 
drels,a Parſon's Son and a company of Spur-makers, 
ro do with it > The one might learn from his Father 
to keep to his Text, and the others from the Boot- 
maker to look to their Laſts, without calumniating 
an eſſential part of the Goverameat. Yet the term 
nwirrantable is (omewhat modeſt tho*; now enter 
jingling Y/i4 with his Ayrmridons,, complaining,thar 
the Houſe of Commons made uſe of an Arbitrary and 
| Illegal power, to the great prejudice of his Majeſties 
Loyal Subjefls, contrary to the known Laws of vhis 
Kingdom, and to the diſcouragement of the Members 
of that Houſe, and all other Loyal Stndents and Pre _ 
Hiſers of the Laws A little diſcouragement will, **? 
ſerve their turn, God knows! and it. they wanta * ts, 
_ | E 2 better 
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better pretence for their Idleaef, they are weleom 
to this, let them take what courſe they pleaſe 3 I 
warrant *em acither Grey's Inn nor Weſtminfter Hill 
will lament the loſs or mich want their company; 
However we mult acknowledge them good Profici- 
c nts for their {canding $ for they &row mere Lews of 
the Kingdom, than the oldeſt man. of their Houſe; 
They had done well to have parttcularitzed the Laws 
and the Offences; however becauſe the whole Gafig 
are ated by the ſame Spirit, we may inform our 
ſelves at lealt of the latter'from Cheſterfield, who re- 
turn Loyal thanks for bis Majeſties Diſſolving the Par- 
liawent, and thereby preſerving them from the late 
growing Uſwrpation, of Arbitrary Government,by 3 m- 
$riſoning bis Majeſtres Swhjetr, &c.  Manet alta 
mente rep jects Paridjs, &c. This ufu 
ing Parliament lodg'd five Friends in the Tower fe 
nothing elſe but deſigning to murther the King and | 
to alter the Government in Church and State 5 Ano- 
ther honeſt Proteſtant, for ſaying there was no Po- 
piſh, but a Pre:byterian Plot. O Crimes unpardo- 

nable ! A third ſort were committed to the Serjeants 

Ward for betraying the liberty of the Subje&, and 

eontribating to the deſign of ſubverting the ancient 

legal Conſtitution of this Kingdom and introducing 

Arbitrary Power. O Ufurpation | O Arbitrarineſs ! 

But what ſhall we think of thceav that infinuate their 

belef of the ES _—_ danger of the 

Parkamenr,than of either Papiſts ar Pres»byterians? 

. Enter Weobley and Richwond. Weobley : We fhell 
ftill achnowledge God's goodneſs in bleſſrng "we with a 
Prince who 5! re foreſaw the ruin of Your 
Self aud us, which wuſt bave been exyeited from ſuch 

1 


woparabel'd- Miſchiefs which were threutned, if they 
had net been timely prevented{by Diſlolving the Par- 
liament.) Richmond, #e. Tow waſt d«tifnl, 8c: prec 
ſent to Tour Sacred Majeſty, from owe Hcarts, a more 
thankful acknowledgement for year moſt gractows lite 
Declaration, than we cau in any words expreſy + 
wherchy you heve afſared unto #2, the preſervation of 
onr Religion, Liberties and Properties, that were 
lately like ro-have been ſwallowed up in monſtrous 
confuſion, if the ſpecial Spirit of God had not in- 
ſpired Tour Heart to prevent it. Ire not to-menti- 
ou the imputation of EnthuGaſm caſt upon His Ma- 
jeſty, which fuch a Maſter of Reaſon wouldb e 
alham'd to pretend to, what is the ſcope of both 
theſe Addrefies . but to work His _ 1 oe 
an apprehenſion of Treaſonable and Rebelli- 
aus. Difiews egaiat. His. Droid and the Go- 
vernment. carried on by Two. Parliaments , 
than which none ever expreſt a greater care and 
providence for the preſervation. of both?-This is 
the only. faving Card that the men of this In- 
tereſt have to play, to make the King jealous and 
fearful of his Parliaments,and conſequently to breed 
a difhdence in them of Him, that the foundations of 
the Goverament being readerd thus unſteady, they 
may upon a farourable junture overturn it, and 
erc& their own new Model. . And to accompliſh 
this deſign, 'tis not only the method of theſe whif- 
fling Boroughs alccady. mentioned and of other: I 
might. recite, (as Weywonth, Thetford, &c. ) but 
of deeper heads: The Univerfity of Cambridge it 
ſelf reflefting on theſe' Parliaments, ſpeaks of them 
in theſe terms ; That fuFions.agg maliciew wen have 
| | 2 0s 
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20t proc-eded to plunder and ſequeſtration, to violte 
our Chapels, rifle our Libraries and empty our Col- 
ledges as once they did, next. to the over-ruling provi- 
dence of God, is only due to the Royal care and pru- 
dence of Tenr ſacred Majeſty, who gave ſo ſeaſonable 
« check to their arbitrary and inſolent undertaking. | 
What could be ſpoken more malicious, or what, if 
his Majeſty could be induc'd to believe it true,could 
p*ſſibly tempt him more to reſolve never to put 
himſelf into the danger of the like Aſſembly ? And 
that we need not queſtion their defire and _ Os 
ca{hiering Parliaments, they take-upon themſelves 
a power of repealing an AC of Parliament ; for 
they make bold ro affirm, That no Keligion, no 
L AW, no fault or forfeiture can alter the Succeſſion: 
whereas the Statute of 13:Eliz. has made it Trea- 
ſon to affirm that the LAWS and Statutes made in 
Parliament do not bind the Kight of the Crown, and 
the deſcent , limitation , imheritence and governance 
thereof. "It were needleſs. to recite the like affertions 
in I 00 _ are enow to convince 
.any man of t that 1s not d init; 
and thoſe that are, will never be —_ but by 
a Parliament which in due time may perſwade them 
to recant. And to-make his Majeſty more favourable 
to their purpoſe, and left his Warts; and neceſlities 
ſhould be ſtronger Arguments to:Him for aſſembling 
a Parliament (* the only :Legal means of ſupplying 
them ) than heir Drfinn tions for ſtavinghim from 
it, they firſt accule the late Seſfrons ſor unreaſonably 
objtruting his Majeſties demands of ſupplies of mony 
( fo Northumberland ) and thento put Him into a 
readier method of furniſhing himſelf, the County 

| Pa- 
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Palatine of Durham in their late Anti-Afocietions, 
a: they call it, thus expreſsthemſclves : | And that 
we may not only verbally expreſs our Loyalty, we ds 
as in Duty and Allegiance bound give this Aſſurance, 
That our Lives and Fortunes ſha | be ready, and that 
wewill CONTRIBUTE MONET t0 our ut- 
termoſt Abilitics, when ever your Majeſties occaſions 
fall require, ]. No mention atall of a Parliament, 
but both by the words and the whole ſcope and drift 
of this Addref;, it is plain, they mean a volunt 
Contribution, whenever His Majeſty thall Gonibe 
that his occaſions require it. us by theſe few 
paſlages we ſee how induſtriouſly they aze engaged 
in carrying on the leading half of the Popith Ploy 
viz. Arbitrary Government; we (ball next inquire 
what aſliſtance they afford the following half, to 
wit, the extirpating the Pro Religion and 
introducing of Popery. | And I doubt not but to 
—_ it appear, .they are thorough pac'd in this 
all::, | 

Inthe Parliament that began OFob. 21. 1680. 
there were two Bills that had each two. Readz 
. and were Committed uponthe debate of the Houſe 
the one, for Uniting of his Majeſties Proteſtant Sub» 
jets 3 the other, for exempting his Majeſtie's Pro- 
teſtant Subjet's diſſenting from the Church of Eng» 
land, from the Penalties of certain Laws : whether 
they would have paſled or no4s uncertain, however 
they were quaſh'd by theP ion of the Parlia- 
ment. But there was a third Bill which paſſed both 
Houſes, intitled, An A& for the: Repeal of aSta- 
. te made in the thirty fifth year of the Reignof 
Queen Elizabeth. As the late Long Parliament re- 
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led the Statute de Heretico comburends, for ge 
if | Popery fhquld once again get the upper , 
it would be cxccuted —nc—n it was in 
Marys daies 3 ſo this preſent Parliament, fore - 


made againſt the Trowneft; and Barrowifts of thote 


daics ( omen: ta the of Parliatneat: of 
that Queen Jatcly publi by Mr. Starkey) was 
likely to be perverted to the ruin of the Li- 


berties aad ( it might be ) Lives of Proteſtants m 
the daics of a Popiſh Succeffor z and thinking it 
prudent to provide even againſt the preſent dangers 
from the Common Enemy'the Papiſts, b ing 2 
gentler hand over the difſeating Proteſtants, on 
whom this At was m part executed) and.thereby 
uniting them more firmly in Intereſt and AtfeQion 
with the Church,of Zaghends | fay,upon theſe conli- 
derations this preſent Parl. Geo repuia that 


Queen | 
ſceing that this AR of Queen Elizabeth, that was 
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"if it had beentendred to Him, feeing he hasalwaics 
6 gre actgredes render Conſciences, and himfſctf 
his own motion them an Indu/gence againſt 

this and ſeveral other Atts of Partiamene, which every one 
—_— — ophe wasgervaled with bych the 

Ro was re/otved to 
> ve it -believ'd that He's 4 nr ba 

wiſe inclin'd ; andbefides, if cheir Infinuations of his Mazc 
fticscommand to ſtifle it were true, it were palfable thar 

He had ſhakenthe very Confitntion of Parliaments, accord 
ing to which all Bills char-have paſt boch Houles, ought co 
be preſented to his Majeſty. Bur notruly Loyal Subje&t will 
belicve fo gracious a » capable of being perverred ro {0 
an Invalionot he Rghrrbrachd Rules of = 


ok AE en rigs oy. ont 
ever 
eo _ and Perkion the the King 


be 
ine Pre Generate 


the caxcumltances,. tac mak may be pretty- 
3x cal 
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confidentthatthisexpreſſion [Religion cftabliſh'd by Law J 
iscommonly ud inthis fence, — wry mw es te 
crl:-man prelum'd ro be no yery zealous Proteſtant, 1n a lace 
Print is repreſented as i11ng to ſtand by i to cendca- 
vourt> preſeryeir. ( Butthis by the way. ) it isthat 
ow Addreſlers account it matter of highelt Joy and SatigtaCti- 
on to underſtand the King's reſolution to maintain the Succeſſion 
of the Crown ih its due and legal courſe of Deſcent. Oh 
how it tickles their fancies, ro have hopes of a Popiſh Suc- 
ceflor ! So Ely cannot but REFOTCE to find Hu Majeity 
expreſl; profeſſing himſelf in his own Royal Judgment ſo nearly 
concerned in Honour, Juſtice and Conſcience te preſerve the 
rightful Succeſſion of the Crown in its Legal deſcent. Thus 
Northumberland do with the greate# TRANSPORT of 
OT andtTHANKFULNESS return His Majeſty 
their mot hamble and expreſs acknowledgment for oppoſing with 
ſuchineomparable reſolution the Arbitrary and unnatural pro- 
ings again the undoabted right of hu Succeſſion in the per- 

fon of hu Royal Brother, the greateſt Examplc of Truſt, Du. 
ty and Obedience to his. ſicred Majeſty, They would almoſt 
c one, this Royal Brother ablcnred himſelf from the 

ing's Chapel in obcdience to his Majeſties Command: or 
elſe they will give the Diſſenters leave to ſtyle themſelves 
his Majeſties molt dutiful and obedient Subjefts, in imitating 
fo greatan Example ——Burto the Voint. I aid above, 
rhatche porjachors of. qamra! aftetion, &c. that the King 
is byaſſed by, may permithim coſtand tairin the opinion of 
harry Protefants, notwithſtanding his oppoling the Bill of 
Excluſion; and thisenailinga Popiſh ,. might be 
matter of their patience and ſubmiſſion : but to RE 


tedwith * as our eX 
tobe, HE antaaadenhe baranGar Shins 
ticks when ſucha onecomes tothe Crown, but wil ( with 
Derbyftire, 8c.) moſt heartily, to the utmoſt expence both of 
re ee Lan: 
a Succe alia's 4 atives of bs 
Crawn, ſo, ion and Government both of _ Church and 
State «s e//abliſht by Law. Three Cerdemenantecels 
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deveſted of Fleſh and Blood, nor have fo perfeRly learn'd 
of the A to rejoyce in tribulation, but that Fireand Fag- 
ot W drive them into ſadder apprehenſions, if 
new not of a Trick toeſcapethem. Bur this is the gr 
of their Tri , that in ſuch an ones Reignthey thall be 
; totake a - --4 revenge on = —_ than 
che preſent m wsand more ent Prince will permic 
them. ' Who ſees nothow their fingers itch to he at it, that 
obſerves their illegal and inhumane treatment eſt 
and P tsat Briffol, &c. eyen whilſt Lawst: 
iſh them for ſuch barbaritics, are in force > to what 
Cruclriesthen will not their carry them, when ir ſhall 
be cncourag'dand ſpurrd on'by Law, and the Commands 
of a Jeluired King 2 | ” 
at ſhall I fy of their preferring Popzry before Prel- 
byrery ;z of their accounting Calvin a worie man than Igna- 
tis Loyola, and his Dodrines more ( orart leaſt as) pernici- 
Ous 2 —— put upon their incredu- 
loutneſs of a Popiſh Plot, thathas been lo lufficiently arreſted 
to be real; while they profeſs their firm belief of a Presbyte- 
rian Plot, that has twice at leaſt been derefted by the King 
and Council to be forg'dand Fiftirzous (in the caſes of Dan- 
erfiel and Fitz-Harrs ) and was neveryer beliey'd by any 
Fay > What rejoycings at the acquittal of Wakeman, Ga/- 
toyne, &c. and whatapplauſcof the fairneſs of their Tryals ! 
but when a Proteſtant comes to be acquitred, where is the 
man amongſtthem that ({ballIfay) is glad,nay,that does nor 
(with Durham in their Anti-Aſtociation ) complain of packe 
Juries, and ( withthe Midd/e-Templers) of Juries perverting 
the Laws, and ufarping to themſelves an Arbitrary and Tyran- 
nical Dominion ? Which of themexclaims nor preſently like 
Norfok againſt partial Grand Faries, ſuch «s can violite their 
Oaths, toprocure impunity for Treaſon, and thinkit merit to af- 
front and oppoſe the Government ? Intowhat Tory's Heartever 
did ir enter, or whichof their Tongues ever made the mo- 
tion, ro Abbor the moſt damnable Conſpiracy of the Papiſty, 
toMurtherthe King, Maſlacrehis Subpls and ſubyer 
ProceſtantReligiog? but when G__ ociation, and = 
J 
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ar only to prevent a Popiſh Sucocſſour's mig Bs 
ing , 


Crown, fs obrruded upon the World ; then, 
Dcarh and the Cobler, Treafon ! Rebellion! Can fuch men 
think any man blind as not to ſec how they ſtand afteRed> 
"T were necdlefs ro oblerue how generally they have got by 
heart Thompor's rwo Letters to proveSir Ed.Godfry Murther- 
ES ren Be 
ry ſuggeſtions ſeemro ; wh . c 
Jelu CN _ m_ upon their re ge antthog 
char crupulous they arc grown: whilſt they queſtion 
not but Colledge dyed with a Lye in his mauth. Whar 
Clergy-manthat hastaken Leſtrange for hisGuide (and thoſe 
are morethan a good many ) that will contefs the Pope ro 
be Anti-Chriſt, or the Church of Rome to be Idolatrous; 
ter Mede, Moore, Stillingfleet, cc. demonltrare it ne- 
ver inly 2 They mult needs acknowledge, _ tell 
you there are many corruptions in theChurch of Rome 
BUT, what Conſticurion is withour them They wilf 
profeſs their defires of an Accommodarion, _ they 
certainly know, that if ſucha thing ever 
muſt be ſwallowed up in Popery ; for rhe' of Rome 
as ſuch, cannotrecede fromone tirtle of their preſent Cottfel? 
het pe tides Taxwoot ies mecke Tory 
cir cc to Infa na me 
Clergyor Lay, that willnot call che Parliament 2 Fadtion? 
eſtecm theD. a Saint, affirmthe Scarcrow of Schilm- (upon 
chePunCilio'sof Ceremonies ) tobe a evil thanany 
#, this Day tolerar:d inthe Church of Roze, and rhe five 
Paints agreed upon at the Synod of Port, mote | 
dotrinc thanany of the Conventiclear Trent. 
* Twill notdeſcend to the Speeches or aftionsof 
perſons; - for asthat would be tedious, fo Iſhould think my 


ſelf injurious, to chargo. upon the whole. Gang the Ex-. 


'fayagancies of.a few. Bur the 
eemeaneur thatThaye enumerated: and , 
common. to-all. of ther that I have converſed with, 


we unjuft, a hn] have aibepouctanibine THT 


the 
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Aﬀeriatitt. We obtved 4bvyc that Era the ed 
—_ yo rected by f fie Lb Lords, there was another 


agreed b brought i ( Dee. 15. 8. 
for the poo ting of all his Majefies ſubjects pe 
the ſafety of his Majeſties perſon, the ve of the Pr Rant 
Religion, &c. and for the preventing the York or ty 
Papit , from ſicceeding to the Crown. wget 
dayes aſter, in an Addreſs to. his pajeny, 

en Doro 


- Petition him, That wh#1 4 E1/1 (Potil1 be t 


a Par! argentaty way, to diſable the Duke of York ron in 
heriting the Crown, his Majeſty would give hs Royal Afent 
thereto; And 4 neceſſ ary to fortifie and defend the ſame, 
that hs Majeſty will likewiſe be grariou eſe . ſen to to 
an Att whereby his M.1jeſties Protefant ſu 

Ms 


tw ASSOCIATE themſeLes for the if erey 
perſon,” the Proteftant zo _ the ern of His FLY 
dops. Let any man jud not ascalm, 


otderly and iy con HE NY rowardsan Affeciation, ns 

eonld be deviſed; And indeed our ___ 

ergo on - Oats hey Ct =z 
ing avainſt thee 

ctittr inco none —— wp es ferent if chePar- 

thment had told che Ki 

whether He would ar not. me hs hats hank 


fot | 
ehiells rioelons cowftirds one in the Parliamene, Ne FH 
the ride! of oiie laid ro be found in theE. el: of Shfe hoy: 
deer ebony not but in cony ©. 

irwilf be nad | 1,4 $4 zath NE of 
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any thing contained in.itthat were of it ſelf Tre 
gy gang contanedln xchar Wes! Loy be 


aſonable; 1 
$ 


-unlels en.” wy ona hve Fine my Lor $ hand- \ 
writing, or thathe had tender'd ir to be fubſcrib'd by any 


ae, or at leaſt it had been prov'd thar my Lord” knew 
of its being there. None of which has been , nor Iam 
confagent can be made out by any one. And it my Lord, 
at whole door they lay ir, be no more concerned in it; 
there is no colour of rcaſon inthe, world to charge I know 
not what others for con{cnting to it. So that we have a 
_ cry, and a lintle wool. The Myfery of Abhorrence 
therefore ſies here: As the tormer Addreſſes were calculated 
anne the Bill of Excluſion; fo the late Abborrences,againſt 
che Bill of Aſociation that was to back it. And as both 
theſc Bills aimcd at nothing elſe bur the fafery and defence 
oÞhis Majeſticsperion and the Proteſtant Religion, and the 
ſecurity of theſe k Kingdoms, by mcans which the Houſe of 
Commons in their idoms thought lawful and 

cce{fary for thoſe ends: So our, Addreſſers and Abhorrers 
ccm to aim at the clean con ; For itthe Papiſtsdoſce 


the way madeplain fora Popiſh or ( as theſe Gentle- 


men endeayoux to make it) his Majeſtics moſt ſacred perſon 


is in continual danger of being aſlafinated by the d re 
Inſtruments of the iſh Fattion 


ion; which it once © 
(which the good God forbid ! ) what then will become of 
the Proteſtant Religion and the welfare of theſe Kingdoms, 
T eremble to conterwplate. 
ButI would have all Papiſtsto know, that weare notyet 
feared out of our wits with the noiſe of Abhorrences, nor 


would I haye them over-confident of carrying the day, 


for all the intereſt they have made. When Queen Elizabeth 


with her Proteſtant Subx&s were in like danger from the 


Q. of Scots and her Traitcrous Faftion (27 Eliz.) as hispre- 
Paralle) 


ſent Majeſty with the like ſubjefts now are from a 


we find very great numbersof the beſt quality ſpontaneouſly 


entring into an Aſſociation, (putting thereto their handsand 
herein, If her Majeſty ſhould come to an uutime- 


Seals) w 
*h dah ther did notonly bind theraſclycsnever to allow, 
| 2x -. ae." 


CT _ 


(39) 


« accept or fayourany ſuch Succeſſor; BY whom 
oe rar freak 


deteltable Att ſhould be 


*ed or Committed, as unyorthy of alCorenarks 2ny | 


EI Amen Srare: Bur did alſo turther pro- 
fuch and petions to dea 


« with their joynt and ' Forces, and ro a the” 


r chat. by any means they or 
on cs 7 age A ro be deyiſed 
oa done hot utter overthrowand __ ] And 
CO of Scots and her Faftion (only )© at- 

any A&, counſel or conſent to any thing that 
94 ſhould tend tothe harm other Majzſties Royal _ 
«© would with their joint and particular Forces, wi 
« offend and purſuc, as well by force of Arms n by al 
& other means of reyenge, all ſuch priſons, of whar ſtare 


© loever and their Abcrrors, and never- fromall man-- 


© ner of purluir againſt chem,to the utter exterminarti 
one: of pris Creation and Abertors.JNow it yrs 


alla , that the Qu Queens planets in thisat- . 


fair, tharthe Aſſ>ciarors did tae Ir own heads: 
for in hnapexthere was that muitual confidence berwixt 
Prince and prople, that Loyal ſubjefts never feared the in- 
__ bay gens — and uſing all 
pollible means for t preſervation Sovereign: 

contrarily, when this Aſſociation was turned into an AR 
of Parliament ſoon after /(incitled, An4# for provifonto be 
made for the ſurety of the L Pies Flt Royal! perſon, 
&c.) theſe Aſſociators aret Molefies good 


_ "pF 
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